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To our Guests:  Welcome! 
Worship Patterns in Pandemic Days 

 
God be praised for every person here this morning and for all who are 
with us in spirit as they watch and pray at home. God strengthen us all 
through his word and promise in our Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The continued threat of coronavirus infection requires us to change our 
habits during the time we spend together. Please follow these rules to 
keep each other safe: 
 
On entering— 

• Masks are required. Please be sure to wear one. 

• Sit only in pews marked with a bow.  

• Keep the spacing rod between you and your family and the 
person or family at the other end.  

• Greet each from a distance. 
 
During the service— 

• Refrain from singing. Instead, listen to the singers in the balcony 
and follow the words in the bulletin. 

• When we share the Peace, do not hug or shake hands except with 
members of your own family. Wave or bow to the people around 
you. 

• Offering plates will not passed. If you missed the basket on your 
way in, place it there when you leave. 

 
During communion— 

• Keep a safe distance from the person in front of you as you 
approach. 

• Hold out your cupped hands for the host. The pastor will not 
place this in your mouth or extended fingers. 

• For the wine, take a plastic cup from the top of the music  stand, 
and hold it steady as the pastor fills it.   Deposit the plastic cup 
in the receptacle as you return to your place. 

As you leave— 

• Unless you need the elevator, exit through front doors only.  

• Feel free to gather on the front lawn for conversation, keeping 
safe distances.   
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Second Sunday in Lent 
February 28, 2021 

 
The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 

 

Prelude “Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart,” 

 setting:  Michael Costello 
 
Remain Seated 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 
inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and 
worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Silence is kept for self-examination. 
 
A Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  

C Amen.  

 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the 
Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn “The God of Abraham Praise,” #831 

stanzas 1-4, 8 

 
 

The whole triumphant host 
give thanks to God on high. 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” 
they ever cry. 
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine! 
I join the heav’nly lays; 
to you be glory, might divine, 
And endless praise! 

 

 

Stand as you are able 
 

Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an 
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us 
so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and 
loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 

 

The Word of God 
 

First Reading Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, 
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 
2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you 
exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to 
him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor 
of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your 
name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of 
nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between 
me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 
Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will 
give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; 
kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

The Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 22:25-31 

By the Singers 

 

25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise! 
        May your hearts | live forever!  
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations. 
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, 
        shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”  
 

Second Reading Romans 4:13-25 

13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null 
and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no 
law, neither is there violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest 
on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents 
of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the 
father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping 
against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many 
nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which 
was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or 
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made 
him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith 
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as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written 
not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who 
believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed 
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 The Word of the Lord.   
C Thanks be to God.  
 
Stand as you are able 

Gospel Acclamation “On My Heart Imprint Your Image,” #811 

 

 
 

Gospel Mark 8:31-38 

 
At the announcement of the Gospel:  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, 
and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. 
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want 
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to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those 
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save 
it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are 
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of 
them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of 
his Father with the holy angels.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Sermon Pastor Burce 

 

Hymn of the Day “For by Grace You Have Been Saved,” #598 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Stand as you are able 
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Confession of Faith 

P With the Church of every time and every place, we confess our faith. 
 
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
C Amen. 
A I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge 
the living and the dead. 

C Amen. 
 
A I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting.  

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . . 
C Hear our prayer. 

 

Peace 

P The peace of the Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.   
 

Greet those around you with these or similar words, after which you may be seated in 
prayerful silence as the altar is prepared. Stand again as you are able at the pastor’s 
invitation 
 

Presentation of the Offering  “A Lenten Walk,” Hal H. Hopson 

 
Jesus walked this lonesome valley, he had to walk it by himself; 

Oh, nobody else could walk it for him, he had to walk it by himself. 
 

We must walk this lonesome valley, we must walk it by ourselves. 
Oh, nobody else can walk it for us, we have to walk it by ourselves. 

 
Jesus bore the cross of sorrow; he had to bear it by himself; 

Oh, nobody else could bear it for him, he had to bear it by himself. 
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We must take our cross and follow; we must take it by ourselves. 
We must take our cross and follow, follow by ourselves. 

 
A Let us pray.  
 Receive, O God, our bodies and souls and all our talents, together with 

these offerings we bring before you. For you have bought us to be your 
own, that we may live for you. 

C Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Thanksgiving 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. we praise your name and join 

their unending hymn:  
 
By the singers— 
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P Holy God, almighty and immortal, we thank and praise you for your 
unaccountable love…who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our 
daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
You may be seated 
 

Communion 

By the singers— 

 
When all have communed, stand as you are able 
 
A Let us pray. 
 Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model 

of the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and 
to conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 C Amen. 
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Sending 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine upon 
you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + 
give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sending Hymn “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus,” #802 stanzas 1, 2, 4 

 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude “The God of Abraham Praise,” setting: Wayne Wold 
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Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019 
“Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart,” © 2008 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers 
“Kyrie,” Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. 
Psalm tone reproduced from “Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. 
“For by Grace You Have Been Saved,” Text & Music © Fennica Gehrman, admin. Boosey & Hawkes, Inc. 
"A Lenten Walk," Arrangement © 1994 Augsburg Fortress 
“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus,” Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
“The God of Abraham Praise,” Wayne Wold Setting © 2018 Augsburg Fortress 
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from OneLicense with License #702571: 
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Serving Today 

Preaching Minister – Pastor Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pastor Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Chris Neumann 
 

Acolyte – Bryce Neumann 
 

Singers – Ruth King and Dale Mortensen 
 

Organist – Linda Kempke 
 

Deacon – Bob Trapp 
 

Welcome Team – Chris & Darla Neumann  
 

Sound Technician – Jared Waugaman 
 

Altar Guild – Diane Paton 
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The Presence Candle is Given 

In memory of Karen Gustke by her family 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

March 1—GEORGE HERBERT, d. 1633, English priest, poet, and 
hymnwriter.   
 
March 2—JOHN WESLEY (d. 1791), founder of the Methodist movement, 
and CHARLES WESLEY (d. 1788), John’s brother and one of the greatest of 
English hymnwriters. 
 

March 7 
Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17, Psalm 19, 1 Corinthians 1:18-25, John 2:13-22 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 
21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 

(440) 331-2405 
E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 
Messiah Lutheran School 

4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 
(440) 331-6553 

Email – school@messiahfp.org 
 

www.messiahfairview.org 
 

+  +  + 

 
Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 

Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 
Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 

Minister of Youth – Adonai Henderson 
Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 

Music Director – Connie Triplett  
Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  

Administrator  & Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Darlene Waugh 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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